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Newer Players

Simple overcalls – part 2

 PAT HARRINGTON    mrsbridge@embarqmail.com

is to succeed in achieving your pur

¶ ♠6 3   ♥ ♦9 7 4 2   ♣8 6.

· ♠A Q   ♥ ♦9 7 4   ♣

¸ ♠A 6   ♥ ♦A 8 6   ♣

¹ ♠ ♥9 7   ♦A Q 4   ♣

º ♠8 6   ♥A 6 2   ♦ ♣

» ♠8 2   ♥5 3   ♦A 8 6   ♣

Add the number of 
cards in your suit to the number of 
honors that you have in that suit (10 is 
an honor). Your hand qualifies for an 
overcall if the total is no less than the 
number of tricks that you would need to 
make your bid.

simple overcalls at the two 
level tend to show opening strength up 
to about 18 points.

Answers:

♥

opening. A 1♥

an undeserved trick.

1♠

♥ 

lead and a 1♥

♥ over 1♣ and 
1♦

♠

doubling and cor-
recting

 Overcall 1♠

shut out all suit responses at the one 

auction. 

♥

2♣. With no extra strength to compen-
sate for a poor suit, don’t overcall at the 
two level. 

Sometimes, the best thing to do is pass 
even though you would have opened had 
you been dealer.

♣ 

opens 1♦

is a good lead director. 2♣ also serves 

overcalls are 1♠

opening and 2♣ over a 1♦ opening. 
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